“Donde Esta?” - “Where is He?” Images

By Steven W. Hooper

Figure 1: “Donde Esta? or “Where is He?” monument on the grounds of Sul Ross State
University in Alpine, Texas. The monument stands in front of the Museum of the Big Bend.
(Source: The Big Bend Law Enforcement Officers Association Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/pages/cateqgory/Nonprofit-Organization/Big-Bend-Area-Law-
Enforcement-Officers-Association-1862108740782833/.)




“Donde Esta?”
“Where Is He?”

THE OFFICER HAS HOBBLED HIS HORSE,
DRAWN HIS RIFLE FROM ITS SCABBARD AND
GONE FORWARD TO DO HIS DUTY.

THE HORSE WATCHES HIM GO,

NOT KNOWING THAT HE WILL NEVER RETURN.

-
THIS HORSE REPRESENTS ALL THE FAMILY, FRIENDS, ?
AND COWORKERS WHO HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND AS [
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS GO OUT TO FACE DANGER
AND SOMETIMES NOT RETURN.

THIS MEMORIAL HONORS ALL THE LOCAL, STATE AND
FEDERAL OFFICERS FROM THE BIG BEND AREA WHO
HAVE PAID THE ULTIMATE PRICE SO THAT THE REST OF
US MAY LIVE IN PEACE AND SECURITY.
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Figure 2: Plaque on the front of the Big Bend Area Law Enforcement Memorial to fallen
officers. This memorial honors Federal, state, and local officers who gave their lives enforcing
the law in the Big Bend area of Texas. (Source: Author’s collection).
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Figure 3: Deputy Collector of Customs Richard W. Wallace is listed on the memorial as the first
U.S. Customs officer to die enforcing the law in the Big Bend area. Officer Wallace was
ambushed near Presidio, Texas in November of 1899 while transporting a prisoner and
contraband to the customhouse. (Source: Author’s collection).



Figure 4: CBP Border Patrol Pipes and Drums in front of the Donde Esta? or “Where is he?”
memorial during a remembrance ceremony in 2021. (Source: Defense Visual Information
Distribution Service website, https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6664016/big-bend-area-law-
enforcement-officers-association-memorial-ceremony.)




