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Figure 1:  Port Townsend, Washington Territory in 1862, the year Victor Smith was appointed 
Collector of Customs by President Abraham Lincoln.  Collector Smith took an immediate dislike 
to the port city and began to make plans to move the port of entry to Port Angeles.   

Source:  City of Port Townsend website, https://cityofpt.us/administration/page/history-port-
townsend.    
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Figure 2:  Letter from Anson G. Henry to President Abraham Lincoln dated April 13, 1863, 
recommending Henry Clay Wilson as a replacement for Collector Victor Smith.  Wilson died 
before he could be appointed to the position.   

Source:  Library of Congress website, (https://www.loc.gov/resource/mal.2296700/?st=gallery). 
A plain text version of this document can be obtained by following this link. 
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Figure 3:  Telegram dated April 24, 1863, from Surveyor General Anson G. Henry to President 
Abraham Lincoln inquiring about the status of Collector of Customs Victor Smith’s appointment.   

Source:  Library of Congress website, https://www.loc.gov/item/mal2318400/.  A plain text 
version of this document can be obtained by following this link.         
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Figure 4:  Letter dated May 8, 1863, from President Abraham Lincoln to Secretary of the 
Treasury Salmon P. Chase ordering the removal of Collector Victor Smith.  Smith's dismissal had 
been urged by Lincoln's friend Anson G. Henry, the Surveyor General of Washington Territory.     

Source:  Library of Congress website, https://www.loc.gov/resource/mal.2335400/?sp=1&r=-1.158,-
0.037,3.315,1.75,0.  A plain text version of this document can be obtained by following this link.         
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Figure 5:  Letter dated March 21, 1864, from Surveyor General Anson G. Henry to President 
Abraham Lincoln regarding rumors that Smith was attempting to oust Henry from his position 
as Surveyor General.  Due to the inferior quality of the original image, you may have to click on 
the source link to read the document.   

Source:  Liberty of Congress website, https://www.loc.gov/resource/mal.3171200/?sp=1&r=-
1.133,-0.089,3.265,1.75,0.  A plain text version of this document can be obtained by following 
this link.         
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Figure 6:  (Upper Images) Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase and his close friend Victor 
Smith’s memorial at Crescent City, California.  No image of Smith is known to exist.   

(Lower Images) Anson G. Henry, Surveyor General of the Washington Territory and his close 
friend President Abraham Lincoln.   

Sources:  Wikipedia website, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anson_G._Henry,  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salmon_P._Chase, and https://noehill.com/delnorte/cal0541.asp. 


